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Fall 2017
EN 724: Old Age in Early Modern England
Even for a literary-critical establishment sophisticated in its sensitivity to matters of gender, race, and class, late life remains an unexplored and largely ignored—perhaps feared—social and personal domain. While our course offers an applied survey of Elizabethan and Jacobean literature, it also looks to provide grounding in the emerging discipline of age studies or “literary gerontology.” To do this, we will first tour critical texts of the past half-century to build a vocabulary and set of disciplinary assumptions to be tested. After revisiting classical precedents vital to the Renaissance humanists, with particular attention to Cicero’s seminal dialogue on old age De senectute and lyric representations from Anacreon to the late imperial poet Maximianus, we’ll consider selected early modern medical, philosophical, and religious treatises that address the topic of aging. With Shakespeare’s great tragedy of senescence King Lear as its centerpiece, we then devote the majority of our semester to English representations and revaluations of old age in the works of writers ranging from Elizabeth I herself to Spenser, Sidney, Donne, and Jonson.
Texts:
I have ordered four required titles, available at Barnes & Noble in Kenmore Square:

Shakespeare, The Sonnets and Narrative Poems (Signet)

Shakespeare, King Lear (Arden)
Shakespeare, The Merry Wives of Windsor (Signet)



Sidney, The Old Arcadia (Oxford)

Most all readings assigned in the following schedule are available only at our EN 724 Blackboard site under the “content” tab; items marked with an asterisk* refer to the hardcopy texts above. You should familiarize yourself with the link to Early English Books Online (EEBO) to which BU subscribes, a compendium of all material published in England between 1475 and 1700. I have also placed a copy of my book Constituting Old Age in Early Modern English Literature (2012) on reserve at Mugar.
Schedule:

Sept 5
Literary Gerontology
Simone de Beauvoir: “Introduction” from The Coming of Age (1972)
Richard Freedman: “Sufficiently Decayed: Gerontophobia in English Literature” (1978)

Anne M. Wyatt-Brown: “Literary Gerontology Comes of Age” (1992)

Kathleen Woodward: “Gerontophobia” (1992)

Haim Hazan: “The Social Trap,” “The Cultural Trap,” “The Personal Trap” (1994)

Pat Thane: “Social Histories of Old Age and Aging” (2003)

Margaret Morganroth Gullette: “What Is Age Studies?,” “Age Identity Revisited” (2004)

Carole Haber, “Life Extension and History” (2004)

Helen Small: “Introduction” from The Long Life (2007)

Linn Sandberg, “Affirmative Old Age—The Ageing Body and Feminist Theories on Difference” (2013)

Aagje Swinnen and Cynthia Port: “Age Studies Comes of Age”


Andrea Charise: “The Future Is Certain: Manifesting Age, Culture, Humanities”


Stephen Katz: “What Is Age Studies?”


Lynn A. Botelho: “Age and History as Categories for Analysis”


Devoney Looser: “Age and Aging Studies, from Cradle to Grave”


Lynn Segal: “The Coming of Age Studies”

[These last six shorter items come from the inaugural issue of Age, Culture, Humanities (2014)]


Silke van Dyk, “The Othering of Old Age: Insights from Postcolonial Studies” (2016)
Sept 12
Old Age in Early Modernity

Creighton Gilbert: “When Did a Man in the Renaissance Grow Old?” (1967)
Keith Thomas: “Age and Authority in Early Modern England” (1976)
Steven Smith: “Growing Old in Early Stuart England” (1976)
Georges Minois: “The Sixteenth Century” (1989)
Thane: “Medieval Images of Old Age,” “Old Age in the Seventeenth and Eighteenth Centuries” (2000)
Amy M. Froide: “Old Maids” (2001)

Nina Taunton: “Old and Young” (2007)
Sept 19
Classical Pretexts

Aristotle: from Rhetoric (various tr. 1686)

Cicero: Of Old Age (tr. Newton 1577)

Seneca: Epistle 12 (tr. Lodge 1614)

Plutarch: “Whether an Aged Man Ought to Manage Publicke Affaires” (tr. Holland 1603)

Anacreontea 1, 7, 39, 47, 53

Horace: Odes 1.25, 3.15, 4.13; Epode 8 (various tr. 1666)

Juvenal: from Satire 10 (tr. Vaughan 1646)

Ausonius: Epigrams 34, 38, 40


Maximianus: Elegies 


Tim G. Parkin: “Ageing in Antiquity: Status and Participation” (1998) 

Mary Harlow and Ray Laurence: “Growing Old” (2002)
Sept 26
Early Modern Theories
Alvise Cornaro:  Discourses on the Sober Life (1559-65) 
Levinus Lemnius: from The Touchstone of Complexions (tr. Newton 1576)
Laurent Joubert: from Popular Errors (1578) 
Andreas Laurentius: Of Old Age (tr. Surphlet 1599)
Thomas Wright: Of the Nature of Clymactericall Yeeres (1604)
Henry Cuffe: from The Differences of the Ages of Mans Life (1607)
Robert Burton: from The Anatomy of Melancholy (1621)
John Reading: The Old Mans Staffe (1621)
Simon Goulart: from The Wise Vieillard, or Old Man (1621)
Sir Francis Bacon: from The Historie of Life and Death (1623; tr. 1638)

Oct 3
The Aging Body Articulated

Petrarch: Letters of Old Age 8.2 (1367)

Erasmus: “The Troubles of Old Age” (1518)
Baldassare Castiglione: from The Courtier (1516; tr. Hoby 1561)
Thomas Sackville: from A Mirror for Magistrates (1563)
Elizabeth I: “Now leave and let me rest” (c. 1580s)

André Hurault, Sieur de Maisse: from Journal (1597)
Sir Walter Ralegh: “Nature that washed her hands in milk” (c. 1590s)

John Donne: “Antiquary,” “The Autumnall” (c. 1590s)
Thomas Dekker: from Old Fortunatus (1600) 
William Segar: from Honor Military, and Civill (1602)
Anon.: Old Meg of Herefordshire (1609)
Botelho: “Old Age and Menopause” (2001)

Christopher Martin: “The Breast and Belly of a Queen,” “Fall and Decline” (2007)
Oct 17-24
Age in Love (1)

Giovanni Gioviano Pontano: Baiae 1.4, 6, 9, 13; 2.12, 14, 29, 35 (1505)

Sir Thomas Wyatt: “Ye old mule,” “They flee from me,” “My lute awake” (c. 1530s)
Lord Thomas Vaux: “The Aged Lover Renounceth Love” (1557)
Anon.: “An Old Lover to a Yong Gentilwoman” (1557)
George Gascoigne: “The Anatomye of a Lover,” “The Divorce of a Lover,” “The Lullabie of a Lover,” “Gascoygnes Good Night” (1573/1575)

Elizabeth I: “When I was fair and young” (c. 1580s)

Fulke Greville: Caelica 8, 19, 58, 101 (c. 1580s)
Thomas Deloney: “A Maidens Choice twixt Age and Youth” (1591)
Richard Barnfield: The Affectionate Shepheard (1594)

Anthony Copley: “Loves Owle” (1595)
William Shakespeare: Sonnets and A Lover’s Complaint (c. 1590s; pub. 1609)*
Leslie A. Fiedler: “Eros and Thanatos: Old Age in Love” (1979)

John Klause: “Age in Love and the Goring of Thoughts” (1983)

Kevin P. Laam: “Aging the Lover” (2001)

Oct 31-Nov 7
Crossing Generational Lines (1)
Barnabe Googe: Eclogue 1 (1563)
Anon.: A new Enterlude … entitled new Custome (1573)

Edmund Spenser: “Februarie” from The Shepheardes Calender (1579)
Michael Drayton: Eglogs 2 and 7 from The Shepheards Garland (1593)

Donne: “That Old Men Are More Fantastique than Young” (c. 1590s)
Sir Philip Sidney: The Old Arcadia (c. 1579)*
Steven Marx: “‘Fortunate Senex’: The Pastoral of Old Age” (1985) 



Woodward: “Against Wisdom” (2003)
Nov 14-21
The Lear Legend
Raphael Holinshed: from Chronicles (1577)
William Warner: from Albion’s England (1586)
Spenser: The Faerie Queene 2.10.27-32 (1590)
Sidney: from The New Arcadia (1580s; pub. 1590)
Anon.: The True Chronicle Historie of King Leir (1590s; pub. 1605)
Anon.: “A Most Excellent New Ballad” (1600)
Shakespeare: King Lear (1605)*
Herbert S. Donow: “Some Shakespearean Models of Normal and Anomalous Aging” (1992)
Lyell Asher: “Lateness in King Lear” (2000)
Small: “On Seeing the End” (2007)
Gordon McMullan: “King Lear as a Late Play” (2007)
Nov 28

Age in Love (2)
Shakespeare: The Merry Wives of Windsor (1598)*
Ben Jonson: “Why I Write Not of Love,” “My Picture Left in Scotland” (1616)
Drayton: Idea 8 and 44 (1619)
Anon.: “A Merry New Song of a Rich Widdowes Wooing” (1625)
Anon.: “The Olde Bride” (1635)

Ceri Sullivan: “The carpe diem Topos and the ‘Geriatric Gaze’ in Early Modern Verse” (2009)
Dec 5

Crossing Generational Lines (2)

Bacon: “Of Young Men and Age” (1612), “Of Youth and Age” (1625)
Thomas Middleton, William Rowley, and Thomas Heywood: The Old Law (c. 1620)


Anthony Ellis: “The Old Law as Anti-Comedy” (2009)
Dec 12

Age’s Prospects
Anon.: A Discovery of Youth and Old Age (1632)
John Taylor: The Old, Old, Very Old Man (1635)
William Harvey: Anatomical Examination of the Body of Thomas Parr (1635)

Thomas Sheafe: from A Plea for Old Age (1639)

William Kerrigan: “Life’s Iamb: the Scansion of Late Creativity in the Culture of the Renaissance” (1986)
Course Requirements: In addition to your regular attendance at and informed contribution to weekly class discussions, each participant is responsible for:

1.) A scholarly essay of around 20 pages, due by the final meeting on Dec. 12 (I will expect from you a written prospectus and bibliography by Nov. 14);

2.) Delivery of a formal 20-minute conference paper (around 9 pages) to the seminar on a topic keyed to the syllabus; and

3.) Distribution to the class of a formal review (around 5 pages) of a scholarly book selected from a list of titles I will circulate within the coming weeks.

Important note: In an effort to discourage “incomplete” grades, I have adopted the policy in my graduate courses that no student who fails to submit all required seminar material by semester’s end can receive any grade higher than a B+ for the term. I intend this as both a safeguard against the temptation to carry work over from semester to semester—a situation that can impede your timely advancement and even jeopardize your standing in the program—and a reminder that a disciplined attention to deadlines is important to the profession for which you are training.

Office: My office is in the English Department (236 Bay State Road), room #344. Regular hours for the fall are Tuesdays 12:30-2:30 and Thursdays 9:30-10:30. I am available at other times by appointment only. You can reach me by office phone/voicemail (358-2542) or by e-mail (ccmartin@bu.edu). Please be aware that I routinely do not check email on weekends, and read mail only once each morning on any weekday I am away from the office.
Best wishes for the semester.
