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NANAS Governing Council Meeting Minutes
January 18, 2016
In attendance: Annabelle Arbogast, Ulla Kriebernegg, Erin Lamb, Valerie Lipscomb, Michelle Masse, Kate de Medeiros, Cynthia Port 
· Committee Updates
· Conference Committee
· No updates on the 2018 conference at this time 
· Cindy reported that copies of the CFP for Graz 2017 were distributed at MLA in January.
· Ulla announced that the conference website for Graz 2017 is up and running: http://www.aginggraz2017.com/. Abstracts can be submitted through a form on the website. (Deadline: September 10, 2016)
· ENAS will send a draft of the program structure for NANAS to approve or revise. 
· Grants, Fundraising, and PR Committee
· Valerie voiced approval for a searchable age studies bibliography cosponsored by NANAS. Age, Culture, Humanities has server space and support staff for this initiative, and Linda Hess has volunteered to help compile and curate the bibliography. Cindy reported that the committee hopes to have this ready to go by March 2016.
· Valerie will have a student intern for NANAS PR by fall. 
· Andrea Charise has not been able to secure funding for a new NANAS website. Cindy will investigate the timeline for ACT funding.
· Student Committee
· Annabelle provided a brief summary of findings from the NANAS student survey. Six students have participated in the survey, which remains open. 
· The committee hopes to organize at least one webinar for NANAS students before May. Committee members have yet to confirm a topic.
· Survey participants expressed interest in a list of NANAS members’ ongoing projects, as well as a directory of student members. Valerie suggested adding this information (including links to faculty pages) to the existing website. Ulla suggested using a form similar to the abstract submission form on the Graz 2017 conference website. Michelle advised that this could be unproductive if not well curated, and Annabelle volunteered to help manage the directory.
· Cindy introduced the idea of creating a NANAS group on academia.edu. Erin and Valerie noted several strategies for making NANAS easier to find on academia.edu: a NANAS keyword, tagging papers, topical libraries. A NANAS student Facebook group was identified as a possible alternative. 
· News and Updates from 2015-16 Conferences
· ACT Meeting
· Cindy reported that NANAS was unable to participate in the ACT meeting in September. She will update the GC after speaking with ACT representatives in January. 
· ENAS Meeting
· Ulla and Kate were in attendance. Ulla will send meeting minutes to the NANAS GC.
· CAG Meeting
· No one on the call attended the CAG meeting in October.
· NWSA Conference
· The 2016 CFP for the aging and ageism caucus recently went out to the NANAS listserv, courtesy of Cori Field, who presented at the 2015 NANAS conference.
· GSA Meeting
· Kate reported that the interdisciplinary H&A symposium was well-attended, as was Des O’Neill’s panel. 
· The H&A Committee added 59 ad hoc members in November. They are on a list to receive information and updates regarding ENAS and NANAS.
· The 2016 CFP is out, with a March 15 deadline. 
· GSA leadership has voiced support for an H&A track at the IAGG conference in 2017; it is less clear whether they would support an H&A track in New Orleans in 2016. 
· Proposing NANAS panels
· Valerie noted that NANAS has yet to establish parameters for identifying proposed panels, projects, etc. as NANAS-affiliated. 
· The GC agreed on the following policy: 
· GC members may use the organization’s name at their discretion.
· All other NANAS members require approval from the GC. A request may be submitted to any GC member, who will bring it to the full committee.
· Valerie will compose a policy statement on NANAS affiliation, which Annabelle will post to the website.
· MLA Convention 
· The 2016 convention included three age studies panels, which were well attended. 
· Three additional age studies panels are proposed for next year—one guaranteed panel on changing representations of youth, midlife, and old age; one panel co-sponsored with Medical Humanities; and one panel on the boundaries of age studies (CFPs forthcoming).
· Agenda for 2016
· NANAS Elections
· From the NANAS Constitution:
Elections shall be held annually, with open positions as detailed in the bylaws. Ballots shall be distributed at least 30 days in advance of the deadline for voting. Only current members of NANAS are eligible to vote. Each member gets one vote. Elections are decided by a simple majority of the votes. Voting may be done in-person or electronically. 
· Michelle raised the concern that elections might be exclusionary if few have registered as NANAS members. Annabelle will send another reminder for listserv members to become NANAS members during the window for nominations and again before voting begins in May.
· Erin noted that Hiram has a survey tool that NANAS could use for elections, if needed.
· Positions up for reelection in 2016 include 1 satellite representative, 1 member-at-large, and the student representative.
· Kate noted that she would be willing to relinquish Miami University’s hub status to Coastal Carolina University. 
· Erin agreed to run for reelection as a satellite representative.
· The matter of which member-at-large would be up for reelection was tabled. (2015-16 members-at-large include Michelle Masse, Valerie Lipscomb, and Tom Cole.)
· Governing Council Leadership
· Kate indicated that she would prefer to step down as Chair after elections, noting that someone more vested in the humanities might be more effective in this role.
· All other eligible GC members on the call declined to assume the role.
· Michelle raised the issue of continuity of leadership and proposed that the GC elect co-chairs.
· Valerie noted that the pool of NANAS members eligible for leadership positions is too small, with only 9 positions on the GC.
· Incorporating NANAS
· No decisions have been made regarding incorporation (Canada vs. U.S., etc.).
· Valerie asked whether it was the consensus of the group that no action would be taken on incorporation until after elections. The group agreed that the issue would be revisited after elections.
· NANAS Research Meeting & Writing Retreat
· Erin reported that the dates have been confirmed, but there are no other updates on the PoP meeting at this time.  
· Preparations for joint ENAS/NANAS conference in Graz
· Keynotes
· NANAS will select one keynote speaker for the conference (ideally by the end of April).
· NANAS may need a fundraising strategy to sponsor a keynote speaker.
· Conference proceedings
· Ulla asked whether Age, Culture, Humanities would like to take on conference proceedings. 
· Cindy said that the journal might be interested in publishing a selection of the proceedings or making videotaped presentations available on the website. 
· ENAS and NANAS will negotiate how to divide the proceedings between the journal and the ENAS book series.
· Scheduling the next GC meeting
· The next meeting must take place before NANAS elections in May.
· Kate proposed that the GC meet again in late March or early April.
Respectfully submitted by Annabelle Arbogast, NANAS GC Secretary, January 24, 2016
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